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"Heroic Actions” by SoCal Nurse Save Pilot Mid-
Flight

By Patrick Healy
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Linda Alweiss was relaxing with a Sudoku puzzle on a flight home to

Southern California from lowa for the holidays Dec. 30 when the flight crew asked 2nd NY Prison Escapee in
Critical Condition: Hospital

if any passengers could provide medical help.

The registered nurse from Camarillo quickly volunteered. The flight attendant took Truck's OnStar System Stops
her to the cockpit for the medical emergency. Carjacker's Getaway


http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BWcoa0b-QVYnZNY6KMLTAr_gOupyfrEAAAAAQASDas-MbOABY2qK8xs4BYMmGo4fUo4AQsgEVd3d3Lm5iY2xvc2FuZ2VsZXMuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEC2gFqaHR0cDovL3d3dy5uYmNsb3NhbmdlbGVzLmNvbS9uZXdzL2xvY2FsL0hlcm9pYy1BY3Rpb25zLWJ5LVNvQ2FsLU51cnNlLVNhdmUtUGlsb3QtTWlkLUZsaWdodC0yMzk3MDI4OTEuaHRtbMACAuACAOoCGy8yNjIwL290c19sYV93ZWIvbmV3cy9sb2NhbPgCgtIekAPgA5gD4AOoAwHIA5kE0ASQTuAEAZAGAaAGFNgHAQ&num=0&cid=5GjMjlUlN2pJPDN2PQPMiYD6&sig=AOD64_2qUmRGh0vbcoR2H7hRDOso256ekg&client=ca-pub-3711412200975860&adurl=http://www.nbclosangeles.com/TodayinLA&nm=1
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/newsletters
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/ugc/
mailto:tips@nbcla.com?body=Thanks%20for%20contacting%20NBC%20Southern%20California%20.%20Please%20use%20this%20e-mail%20to%20send%20us%20news%20tips.%20Be%20sure%20to%20include%20a%20phone%20number,%20so%20we%20can%20contact%20you%20quickly,%20if%20necessary.%20If%20your%20tip%20is%20urgent,%20call%20%20our%20news%20desk%20at%20818-684-3425.
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/weather/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/investigations
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/entertainment/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/traffic/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/on-air/contests
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/contact-us/
http://www.nbc.com/live
http://www.facebook.com/nbcla
http://www.twitter.com/nbcla
http://instagram.com/nbcla
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/national-international/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/sports
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/4-Your-Health-243355791.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/tech/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/weird/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/weather/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/california/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/blogs/press-here/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/sports/SoCal-Sports-4-You-304259271.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/national-international/Police-Search-for-Alleged-Swiss-Cheese-Pervert--239759561.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/national-international/Woman-Finds-Wrong-Body-in-Mothers-Casket-at-NJ-Funeral-239700541.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/Montebello-Firefighter-Peeping-Torrance-Teen-239740081.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/national-international/Massive-Search-for-Escaped-Killer-Enters-23rd-Day--310492861.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/OnStar-Disables-Truck-During-Suspected-Carjacking-310482971.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/results/?keywords=%22Patrick+Healy%22&byline=y&sort=date
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/Heroic-Actions-by-SoCal-Nurse-Save-Pilot-Mid-Flight-239702891.html#comments
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbclosangeles.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2FHeroic-Actions-by-SoCal-Nurse-Save-Pilot-Mid-Flight-239702891.html&text=%22Heroic%20Actions%22%20by%20SoCal%20Nurse%20Save%20Pilot%20Mid-Flight%20%7C%20NBC%20Southern%20California&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbclosangeles.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2FHeroic-Actions-by-SoCal-Nurse-Save-Pilot-Mid-Flight-239702891.html&via=NBCLA
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbclosangeles.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2FHeroic-Actions-by-SoCal-Nurse-Save-Pilot-Mid-Flight-239702891.html

Dramatic LA News Photos

Click Here to Download the NBC LA Mobile App

The pilot was slumped in his seat.

Top News Photos: Los Angeles

After years in pediatric intensive care, Alweiss was thankful she had recently
recertified her advanced cardiac life support.

"He was clearly suffering from a possibly fatal arrhythmia,” Alweiss said.
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Her husband, Alan, and another passenger helped move the captain from the
cramped cockpit to the galley floor. Alweiss and another registered nurse, Amy
Sorenson, of Wyoming, went to work, hooking up a diagnostic defibrillator and
starting an IV.

Read: Target: Data Breach Affected Up to 110M Shoppers

And they stayed with their patient right through the emergency landing in Omaha.

"We couldn't leave his side, fortunately smooth landing.”

Paramedics met the United jetliner on the tarmac -- with the pilot still alive, to sighs
of relief from the nurses and the co-pilot.

"Her actions were heroic,” Alan Alweiss said. “She didn't hesitate for a second."

Read: Puppy Meant for Girl with Leukemia Retrieved from
Woman Responsible for Delivering It

When the interrupted flight resumed the next day, Linda Alweiss found herself
seated next to the copilot from the night before, and she got brought up to date on

the captain.

"They were able to get him into a cardiac unit,” she said. “He had survived."
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Tammy Seay - University of Wisconsin-Madison

Awesome story, Midwestern love your neighbor story warms my heart. So glad the pilot
survived. Likely his first cardio event.

Like  Reply &% ©  Jan 10, 2014 9:27pm

Brian Warder - Works at Progrexion Marketing

The nurse in this story is from southern California. West coast love your neighbor
stories can be heart warming as well

Like - Reply ‘&5 ' Jan 12, 2014 9:59am

Cheri Silverstein - Claremont, California

The point of AEDs is that the non-medically trained public should be able to use them. Not
discounting the value of the RNs' service, the flight attendant should have known what to do
even if there were no RNs on board

Like - Reply &3 ' - Jan 10, 2014 10:23pm

Natalie Goldberg Klein - Owner/Partner at Hot Moms Club

This is my aunt and uncle!!! Wahoooo

Like - Reply ') Jan 11, 2014 1:50am

Lily Tiger

What about the other RN, why they only give credit to the first one?
Like  Reply &7~ Jan 11, 2014 3:38am

Walter Schmidt

| agree. Also, | am tired of "hero" being used so much. Granted, both the nurses
performed admirably and should get the credit and thanks, but they did what any
qualified person should do.

Like  Reply ‘&% ' Jan 11,2014 4:17pm

Doug Hosie - Lenape High School

Rusty Shackleford Both nurses could have remained seated with no one being the
wiser, but they chose to help! They both were willing to put their reputations on the
line, even if the pilot had died.

Like - Reply ‘&%~ Jan 11, 2014 7:39pm
Michael Colin Deibert
An angel on the plane!
Like Reply &% ' Jan 11,2014 7:44am
Randy Markin - UNLV
Nurses are heroes.....
Like - Reply %~ Jan 11,2014 3:58pm
Walter Schmidt
Some, not all.

Like  Reply ‘&% '~ Jan 11,2014 4:18pm
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